LALOOET NEWS

O ATHAN KERSLAKE
A leam of chisopder
ologisis (Lhose who study
bads) were cul and about
srgisd  Lilloset s the
dead of might between July
23 and T3, caporing bats
in mets a2 part ol &n
ing study E-r 1 mm
(fying mammals.

A fodsn progect Betwoes
Mchaster Liniversty.
Thospean  Rhierd  LUini-

versity and Wildlife Con-
wrvalion Secicly Casada
(WS, the stody aims to
increase knowledge of bat
populitions, their genet-
it makeup, and pofesitial
restatance o 'White Mo
Swymelpome-a fungal  in-
lection that has severely
imgacted hats in Eastern
Motk America.

“They re umndera i-
e ufd local bﬂ-ipn:hﬂu-
sael  Wivian  Barch-Jones
of b dimimwmiive, beath-

hunbers,
'Im—hrklghl that’s
unkrnar aboul them!

Wirch: Jones=who trac
= hew imterest b all Ll'ulnﬂ:l
babty 13 am b bouse an
Main Strevi she and her
wiildlide photegrapher hus-
band lan Rowiley inadiver.
nemily shared with a bunch
of bats-zald the comple’s
ol in e Slady wal one
of helping with logisties,
msch at contacling prop
erly owners knd providing
the researchers with “ple
and lee-coeam”

“We'd been Involved in
all the previcws research.”
shee zald. “In 20060, [ was in-
volved im baving bat bous-
i mwalled Endorncall
the (Hd Bridge. Thats
whin | et linked isdo the
whole bat world”

The recent bad-ba
Martishn 40w Pelfaschirs
sample several sites in the
wrea, inclading ong near
Pavilion, rwe on Mighway
12, ardd & couple in the
Selom corridor, slter oon-
sultations with Splitrock
Sk wel was First Mation.

“Lillcoet s on the bal
map’ for ware,” 1asd Birch-
lomes, “cur bal diversity
liki o hied -di&'l:rl.il."g'. Iy
autslanding”

O, ad Corl Laissen, ob-
rector of bat conservation
foe W5 and sdjunct pro-

lessar al TEL? pagt it

“The uniguee cormbina
Issns 4 ..'l-tl-!:rpl'\. an the
cast versus ibe woest side
ol the Frases provide very
diffezrent species  assems
bl g™

Pul somewhal plaincs
Lillisosrt, sid Lausen, is a
place where she snd her
codlidagued tan capiure
moei spechkes in @ shorl
leme than amvwhene elwe”

O site ol paribculsr
interesd, as the cxplained,
was the Blue Goose [aka
Diansored 5} Ranch, near
Pavilione  Acroeding 1o
Lausen, the fickd: ol the
ranch below Highway 99
are lhe “only place in BC
witd i Wi cam feliably cap-
lwre the Spotted bal’ a
variety she described a4 s
prize s

.ﬂ.llh-ﬁnl.lr,h I)H,'!- A o=
casionally  found aones
Western Morth Aswrica,
the ondy other sie where
Spiieel bals are reliably
captared is in Arizona.
Mor are ke bigeansd
buig-chasers wasy 1o el
given that they are a par
I:H.'I.".II"|!|' h‘h-l‘.ﬂ.lq TR
cies, requiring the use of
several entendann pakei 1o
sel mets tnm.q.h 1]
carch Mr:#.l.

Although  this  years
neiting cperation |ogged
11 -JI'%.C.H. 15 bat species
[eempanesd ba |2 gpecies in
previous yearsh, the num.
bert @l Little Brown bais
were down signilficantdy, a
fwct thal Lausen described
a8 " ped Mag”

The declime in Lol
Brown nmmbers, she ex-
plasned. coudd be the pe-
sult of the iex hein
alfreied tﬂ'ﬁll_‘ 'H'mf
Eyndrome-a fungus al
fecting  Bals  prisnarily
during their winter hiber-
makion period.

!.'Ill'uh.ll,l'l i Canis of
ihe discase have yet been
confirmed BB BC, it has
Been obaerved in both
Alberia  and "T.";dlin'.-
ton Simie. As Lesten ex-
phaised, Litle Brown hats
Babitually migrabe as far as
wirveral hundred kilomse-
ters between their winber
Bibereating and msmmaer
beeeding  sites—meaning
Lilloost & pusmimier pogpasla-

Net nights yield a wealth of batty data

study proves Lillooet
a mecca for bats
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thoi ol Liinbe Brerm s could
weell hibernate south of the
baserdier, whare White MNoan
Syndrome might be infect-
i Lheir winter codoades.

By way of concrast,
Lausen pednied omt the
nambers of the VEFY -
llar but genetically differ:
el Yuma Myodis-a spe-
cies that typically doesn
migrale very far between
summer vl wisler 10
ritories-remiain strong i
LB,

Concerna  about  the
dicase  Bave [preamped
ellorts to develop o probi.
obic that could combal the
fangal Infection. In order
15 isclale 3 micrsonganism
that eould potentially pro-
vikle anti-fungal proper-
ises for researchers io use
in ther quest for a pro-
phylactic agaisdsl WS
Dr. IF Xu of Mchiastor

Umiversity was collecting
wwah samples from under
ihe wings of bats capianed
e Lilloost Chis year,

Siemilar sampling. was
done when the team was
in tovwm (s 200 7, and soene
jprobiotic compotinds have
since boen develaped, and
are being experimentally
appised bo Bl Boed in e
bower malnland and else-
where, in what Lausen de-
scribed a1 %8 croes-bordes
[project”

Feal is ala a poleniial
threat to bats, especially
eluring the early sumencs
perbed when they glve
Bsirth to thiic pups,

Climate chamge i< a big
Fane for Balty” observed
Laissen, whi described) ik
Fange &l firvivable lem-
perature during the sums-
T ad "a very fine line”

Altheugh

Popsanc Fugry S TR, M Wosier Undearndty ond Wikdie:
Conmsreation Saciefy Conoddo sy fat LBooe! iy o pofic:
uilaety' rhoin phoon b ool ahd shedy ok, such oo B
Spaniiad WOl BDeCirmin P bt b i, st
con anly eably be coughl of Parvilion's Dsomaond 5 romch,
and dfel Gifs iile In Afsona. Al el ore Fringed ond Evolls

b,

scribed the ideal bempera:
L for bat muams Lo barth
aned murse thesr pags rang:
ing ai high as 43
£ I.I.I.h?hhl: eoied that &
ITHEE - rise 1o 4
woild prove bethal
In-order to brack tem
peratancs bn bat boxes a1
the sample sites around
Lillpest, Lyasen and her
team installed tempers-
ture-leggin ui nt in
c-rdﬂnﬁf'n? Lihpr:lm ol
pilot daka for the “hot bat™
study that will bring mone
bat ressarchers to bowm In
the sammer of 2073
Lausen sabd she also
plang 16 {oaduc a pro-
gram next year through
the TRU campus al ithe
O Ml Plazs te tesin
EHIE F=includ-
#mmhkd Ferad
Mations=1o safely capbare
and sty Bata The aim
of the program, she sabd, is
“building capacity for bat
work i Lillooet”
Birch-lones-whaom
Lavzen relerred 1o a8 "L
Ioets bat ambasadon™
wlen expresied pn inlerest
in oduca Lk
puldic MIT'I.EI'JH' hlism

W xSy preiont

i handle bats. Namely:
donl

Ciring wisal she Called
2 leck of appreciation:
back of lll'ld-r]lf..ldirlg:
Rirch-Jones  pointed ot
that ta barms or even die-
turb roosting batx ks Segal
i B

“It's best 1o beave them
alone.” she said, "don’i hat
thiem with & Brosen, o pal
them in a jar”

Birch-Jomes alia took

e L

& healiby Bk populstion,
frem  contuming  Large
qrantitied’ ol  mesgmilo,
to plaving a rde in con-
eredling agriculiural insec

“Some baly will aciu-
ally pick bugs right off the
planta idwe explained

“We niw have & peesty
slid BC. gromp working
on bats” she said, sdding
that the website www,
bebats ey was & good re-
source [or Lhose who wani
o leasn whats going on,
report problems, or ask
questions absal e slale
of bats and bat populatons
i fons the PrevInGe.



