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Bob Deadman proudly posing with the 23 bluebird boxes he designed and constructed, 

October 2020.  

The Lillooet Naturalist Society is truly fortunate to have such a dedicated volunteer as Bob 

Deadman who constructs all our bluebird boxes for the various bluebird trails in our area. Bob 

sources the plywood from several of his friends from spare pieces they are giving away. He has 

been constructing all our boxes for about 4 years now, and he just turned 80 years old and loves 

to spend his time busy building things. 



 

After returning from the Diamond S Ranch bluebird box trail census this summer, I reported to 

Bob that the design of the boxes could use some improvements to allow for easier cleaning. 

Well, Bob got to work re-designing new boxes and now they are the Cadillac of bluebird boxes, 

and the envy of all trail monitors! The new design is a modification of the Johnson Slot box, but 

the doors swing open on a hinge on the side for easy cleaning and are held closed with a fancy 

spring hook. No more lost double headed nails in the grass. Bob constructed about 23 of these 

newly designed boxes for the spring of 2021, and all painted blue. 

 

Below: Bob Deadman showing off the details of the box design with the hinged, side opening 

door, and spring hook closure, and pre-attached wooden back piece for easy mounting on a 

fence post. 

  

 


